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Canva is a wonderful free design tool that has much of the same functionality as the more 
advanced design softwares such as Photoshop or Adobe Illustrator. If you’re taking a DYI 
approach to your branding, Canva is a great place to start playing around with logo designs.  
 
Here’s a simple guide to creating an alternate logo in Canva. Remember that you might want to 
pass your design off to a designer at some point so that your alternate logo is in various file 
formats that make it easier to use depending on the platform. However, if you’re just starting out 
and playing around with design ideas, this is a wonderful place to start! 
 

Creating an alternate logo in Canva 
 
Step 1: 
First off, you’ll need to create a Canva account (if you don’t already have one). 
 
Step 2: 
Log into Canva and click the big green Create a Design button in the top left corner. Select Use 
Custom Dimensions from the top right corner and put in 500 x 500 px. This will probably open 
up a new tab where you’ll begin designing your alternate logo. 
 
Step 3: 
Consider your current logo and identify any design elements you might want to leverage in your 
alternate logo.  
 
In this example, I’m going to show you how to do a simple text-based alternate logo for a 
sleek, professional look.  
 
Step 3: Add text to design space 
From the left hand menu bar, select the Text icon. This will bring up various text options. You 
can play around with some of the templated text options on your own, otherwise select Add 
Heading (top option). 
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Type your business’ name in the Heading field and select the font you want from the drop down 
menu. You can also play around with font size here. At this point your design should look 
something like this: 
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You might also want to add a sub-heading field (e.g., in my case I could write “web 
designer/developer”). 
 
Step 4: Add a design element/shape 
Right now your alternate logo is pretty bare so it’s time to spruce it up! For a sleek professional 
look, we are going to add a simple shape outline above our text but you can really play around 
with anything that you’d like. 
 
From the left menu bar, toggle over to Elements tab and click Shapes. Scroll down to the shape 
outlines and pick something you like.  
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You can also play around with putting the shape above, below or beside your text. I usually set 
the design element/shape as my primary brand colour (in my case, yellow #e3aa1a) but you can 
do whatever strikes your fancy! 
 
Once you’ve played around with it, your alternate logo might look something like this: 
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Et voila! Now you have a simple yet effective DIY alternate logo to include in your branding. 
 
Step 5: Save & download your alternate logo 
Your design will automatically save to your Canva account but you can also download your 
design. There are several options available to download but I recommend sticking to PNG 
format. 
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Once your design is done and downloaded, it’ll save to your computer and you’ll be ready to 
work with it as you wish! 
 
Now go ahead and enjoy your new alternate logo. Be sure to play around with different formats 
and keep your required dimensions in mind. For example, if you need an alternate logo that is 
more vertical, plan accordingly and adjust your design elements as needed. 
 
Happy designing! 
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